
 

Author Visit Packet 
 

Virtual Presentations: 
 

ROBOTS and DRONES 
Best for grades K-5th (45 minutes)  
This fun STEM/STEAM presentation begins with an overview of modern robots and drones and the books 
Shanda was inspired to write because of them! A live poll will determine which book she’ll read aloud 
(Doll-E 1.0 or T-Bone the Drone) and which character she’ll demonstrate how to draw. If she’s feeling 
particularly bionic, Shanda might bust out her robot moves! Lastly, she’ll answer questions and challenge 
students to design their own robot after the presentation. If desired (at an arranged future time) one class 
or group of students can share their designs with Shanda and further reflect in a 15-minute virtual 
followup visit at no extra charge!  
 
Where Stories Begin 
Best for grades 1st-5th (45 minutes) 
Shanda will talk about her process of creating a book from a tiny little idea spark, where her inspiration 
comes from, and how to tell the difference between good ideas and bad ones. She’ll even share some of 
her editors’ notes and her many book “dummies” which were all important stepping stones in getting to 
the best book possible. Shanda will also demonstrate how to draw a character from one of her books and 
conclude by answering questions and sending students off with their own writing challenge! If desired (at 
an arranged future time) one class or group of students can share their work with her and further reflect in 
a 15-minute virtual followup visit at no extra charge! 

 
ILLUSTRATION–Not Decoration 
Best for grades 3rd-5th and middle/high school art classes (45 minutes) 
In this program, Shanda will highlight the REAL work illustrations do in picture books and graphic novels 
and how illustrators tell at least HALF the story. Students will get a peek into her illustration process as 
well as the book industry. At the end of the presentation, Shanda will answer questions and send the 
students off with their own illustration challenge! If desired (at an arranged future time) one class or group 
of students can share their work with her and further reflect in a 15-minute virtual followup visit at no extra 
charge! 
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Virtual Presentations (continued)... 
 
Reading, Drawing, and Q&A 
Best for grades K-2nd (30 minutes) 
Shanda is happy to read any one of her books, 
demonstrate how-to-draw a character from the 
story, and take a few student questions at the 
end! 
 
Reading and Drawing Video 
Best for grades K-2nd (20 minutes) 
Shanda can pre-record a high quality, reusable 
video of herself reading any one of her books 
and then demonstrate how-to-draw a character 
from the story!  

 
 
 
 

In-Person Presentations: 
 
ROBOTS 
Best for grades K-2nd (45 minutes) 
This program centers all around robots (fiction and 
non-fiction ones) and Shanda’s STEM-friendly picture 
book, DOLL-E 1.0. Students will also learn about “secret 
stories” that only illustrators can tell, take away a few 
practical illustration tips, learn to draw characters from the 
book, ask questions, and bust a few robot dance moves 
too! 
 

DRONES 
Best for grades 3rd-5th (45 minutes) 
This program looks at drones and Shanda’s STEM-friendly picture book, T-BONE THE DRONE (the 
companion story to DOLL-E 1.0). Shanda loves to fly drones, and in her research she learned the 
possibilities are truly as big as the sky when it comes to these little aerial machines! Monitoring wildlife, 
search and rescue, planting trees, and even firefighting are being transformed by drones. Students will be 
empowered by this fairly new and exciting technology. And of course, the visit wouldn’t be complete 
without a step-by-step drone drawing lesson and a flying demonstration!  
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In-Person Presentations (continued)... 
 
ROBOTS and DRONES  
This combo presentation is best for grades K-5th (45 minutes) 
This fun STEM/STEAM presentation begins with an overview of modern robots and drones and the books 
Shanda was inspired to write because of them! A live representative sample poll will determine which 
book Shanda will read aloud (Doll-E 1.0 or T-Bone the Drone) and which character she’ll demonstrate 
how to draw. Then, Shanda will fly and flip her drone for the students! Lastly, she’ll answer questions and 
challenge the students to design their own robot after the presentation.  
 
Where Stories Begin 
Best for grades 1st-5th (45 minutes) 
Shanda will talk about her process of creating a book from a tiny little idea spark, where her inspiration 
comes from, and how to tell the difference between good ideas and bad ones. She’ll even share some of 
her editors’ notes and her many book “dummies” which were all important stepping stones in getting to 
the best book possible. Shanda will also demonstrate how to draw a character from one of her books and 
conclude by answering questions and sending students off with their own writing challenge!  

 
ILLUSTRATION–Not Decoration  
Best for grades 3rd-5th and middle/high school art classes (45 minutes) 
In this program, Shanda will highlight the REAL work illustrations do in picture books and graphic novels 
and how illustrators tell at least HALF the story. Students will get a peek into her illustration process as 
well as the book industry. At the end of the presentation, Shanda will answer questions and send the 
students off with their own illustration challenge!  
 
Reading, Drawing, and Q&A  
Best for grades K-2nd (30 minutes) 
Shanda is happy to read any one of her books, demonstrate how-to-draw a character from the story, and 
answer student questions at the end! 
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